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“The Reconciliation of All Things”
Amos 5:18-24; Matthew 17:1-9 February 26, 2017

Out of the ashes of the First World War and at the 
beginning of the Irish struggle for independence, W. B. Yeats 
composed his well known poem, “The Second Coming.” In 
the poem, he imagines a falcon spiraling out of control in 
ever widening circles far from the falconer who in vain tries 
to call the bird back. In the social and political chaos of his 
time, Yeats writes:

“Turning and turning in the widening gyre
The falcon cannot hear the falconer;
Things fall apart; the centre cannot hold;
Mere anarchy is loosed upon the world,
The blood-dimmed tide is loosed, and everywhere
The ceremony of innocence is drowned;
The best lack all conviction, while the worst
Are full of passionate intensity.”

The 24/7 news cycle increases our anxiety about the 
disruption and conflict in our society and world. The 
constant barrage of news unsettles the mind and disturbs the 
conscience. It seems as if the world is spinning out of control.  
We have good days and we have bad days. We look for places 
that are safe and secure; we seek times when we can know 
relief and peace from all that is whirling around us. We want 
some shelter in the storm; we need a strong foundation on 
which to stand. 

The Israelites feel the need for the same kind of security 
in an uncertain world. They find it in their faith and in their 
worship. The times are hard and they long for the Day of the 
Lord, the day when God will come to set everything right. 
Israel will be lifted up over the nations and God defeat the 
enemies of the people. Their worship and their religious 
festivals give them confidence that God is on their side. The 
prophet Amos has a blistering word of condemnation. The 
day of the Lord will not be a day of deliverance, but a day 
of judgment; it will not be a time of light, but of darkness.  
God is disgusted with their self-deluded worship and showy 
religious festivals. The songs of the faith are tuneless noise 
in the ears of God. God wants more than pious lip service.   
Amos declares: 

“I hate, I despise your festivals, and I take no delight in 
your solemn assemblies. …Take away from me the noise 

of your songs… But let justice roll down like waters, and 
righteousness like an ever flowing stream.”(Amos 5)

Faith that does not move us to a commitment to justice 
and righteousness is a false faith. Putting on a pious face and 
saying the right words does not please God unless our faith is 
an expression of a transformed life. It is a hard truth to bear 
that no matter how religious we may act, if we are not on the 
side of justice then we are not on the side of God. The people 
are convinced that if they participate in religious rituals, sing 
their songs and make their offerings, then God will protect 
them not matter how they treat their neighbors.  

In the midst of the Civil War, Abraham Lincoln expressed 
the difficulty of knowing the will of God and the danger of 
assuming that God is on “our side.” When we assume that 
our ideas and causes are in perfect alignment with God’s 
goodness and perfect will, then we are deceived. It is a key 
conviction of our Reformed Faith that God acts in history 
not to prop up our desires, but to bring about peace and 
justice. In an 1864 letter to Eliza Gurney, Lincoln wrote: 

“The purposes of the Almighty are perfect, and must 
prevail, though we erring mortals may fail to accurately 
perceive them in advance. We hoped for a happy 
termination of this terrible war long before this; but 
God knows best, and has ruled otherwise. We shall yet 
acknowledge His wisdom and our own error therein. 
Meanwhile we must work earnestly in the best light He 
gives us, trusting that so working still conduces to the 
great ends He ordains. Surely He intends some great 
good to follow this mighty convulsion, which no mortal 
could make, and no mortal could stay. (Letter to Eliza 
Gurney, 9/4/1864 (CWAL VII:535)”

What we do know is this: our faith is to lead us to a 
burning desire for justice and a passion for righteousness. 
As Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. often said, “The long arc of 
history bends toward justice.” This is God’s work.

God acts in history to bring about the reconciliation of 
all things. Reconciliation means lifting up the lowly and 
bringing down the proud, feeding the hungry and housing 
the homeless, welcoming the stranger and overcoming 
racism, nurturing all children and caring for the elderly as if 

 Dr. Lewis F. Galloway
Senior Pastor



7700 North Meridian Street •  Indianapolis, Indiana 46260 • SecondChurch.org • 317-253-6461

they were our own family. True faith is not something that 
thrives only in the church; true faith is a force for justice in 
the world.  

The entire gospel message is that God acts in the life, death 
and resurrection of Jesus to restore the lost, forgive sinners, 
reconcile enemies and welcome the alienated. More than 
that, God acts to restore a fallen humanity and a broken 
creation. On the Mount of Transfiguration, the disciples, 
Peter, James and John, catch a vision of the future that God 
is planning for all creation. Jesus is transformed before them; 
his face shines like the sun. On the mountain, he meets with 
Moses and Elijah who represent the Law and the Prophets.  
In a moment in time, the work of God in history is brought 
to fulfillment in Jesus.  

This is the long arc of sacred history. God created the 
world and called the children of Abraham and Sarah to 
be a covenant people to reflect in their life together God’s 
intention for all the people of the earth. Through the hand 
of Moses, God delivered them from bondage in Egypt, gave 
them the Law and led them into the Promised Land. When 
the people failed to do justice and pursue righteousness, 
God sent the prophets to call them back to God’s intentions 
for their community. Finally, God sent Jesus into the world 
to restore a lost creation and to be the embodiment of the 
goodness, mercy and justice of God. In Jesus we see how we 
are to live and how we are to live together. The church is to 
carry out his mission.  

On the mountain, the disciples glimpse the future God 
has planned for all creation. What the disciples see on the 
mountain is a vision of the resurrected and triumphant 
Christ. Paul put it this way: “In him all the fullness of God 
was pleased to dwell, and through him God was pleased to 
reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, 
by making peace through the blood of his cross” (Colossians  
1:19, 20). When they realize what they are seeing, they fall 
down as if dead in holy fear and awe. Jesus raises them up so 
that they too have a foretaste of their own resurrection. 

The disciples do not want to leave this mountaintop 
experience. Who would? They want to build shelters and 
stay. Down from the mountain, they have work to do. They 
have hungry people to feed, outcasts to welcome, sick to 
heal, truth to speak, hope to share, a witness to make, justice 
to seek and trials to face. In the days and years ahead, it is the 
vision of the final reconciliation of all things in Jesus that 
will fill their hearts with courage, keep them in the dangers 
of life, empower them to stand for the truth and call others 
to Jesus. No matter how things appear, they know through 
the eyes of faith that God is in control. The Holy Spirit is 
active in the world bringing all things to fulfillment in Jesus.  

What remains for us is to get ourselves in alignment with 
the purposes of God. Once we know who controls the future, 
we can be a little less anxious about ourselves and a bit more 
concerned about others. Once we know that God is actively 
bringing order out of the chaos that swirls around us, we can 
find the secure place to stand. The resurrected Lord is the 
foundation of our lives. When we know that, we can risk all 
for the sake of God’s kingdom where peace and justice prevail 
for all. For more than 100 years, the Presbyterian Church has 
declared that one of the six great ends of the church is “the 
promotion of social righteousness” which is an old fashioned 
way of saying, “the promotion of social justice.” God has 
given us this ministry of reconciliation. A living faith is not 
about what makes us feel good; a living faith is about seeking 
the good of the neighbor. 

The Brief Confession of Faith says, “In life and in death, we 
belong to God.” Such a conviction can make us fearless as we 
put our faith to work in our relationships, in our vocation 
and in our service to others in the community and world. 
This past week a number of our members, staff and former 
Lake Fellows traveled to Crossroads Presbyterian Church in 
Mequon, Wisconsin to be with the friends and family of our 
former Lake Fellow Scott Hauser who died after a brief, but 
difficult battle with cancer. Hundreds of people gathered to 
share tears, laughter, stories, love and faith. In addition to his 
large family, there were people from his childhood, college 
and seminary and every church he served. He lived a life of 
faith – a life not confined to religious rituals, church meetings, 
Sunday lunches or fellowship with other Christians. His faith 
took him out into the communities where he lived to work for 
justice, peace and reconciliation. Our former Executive Pastor 
Dr. Glen Bell wrote these words in the Presbyterian Outlook:

“Scott Hauser was beautiful. In Scott, his wife Lara and 
their family, I see the beauty of God’s purpose. I see them 
rejoicing in goodness, serving others with commitment 
and courage. I see them rooted in gratitude, blessed to be 
a blessing. (2/20/17)”

Scott was not afraid of death because he lived his life on 
the secure foundation of Christ. He knew where to stand.  
No matter what challenges he faced, the disappointments he 
knew, the endless demands of the day or the chaos around him, 
we heard Scott say every day, “This is the best day of my life.” 

Confident that God acts in history to reconcile all things 
in Christ and joining with Christ in the world-wide work of 
reconciliation, we too can dare to say those words: This is the 
best day of my life.  


